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Acanthogilia gloriosa Baja Phlox Shrub
1-3' H x 1-
4' W Full sun Occasional From Baja California.

Agave angustifolia 
'Mediopicta'

Agave angustifolia 
'Mediopicta' succulent

3-4' H x 3-
4' W slow

sun or 
shade infrequent

A variegated cultivar that was found growing in a 
parking strip in downtown Santa Barbara.

Agave desmettiana Smooth Agave succulent
3-5' H x 3-
5' W moderate part sun occasional One of the 'soft' and 'people-friendly' agaves.

Agave ferdinandi-regis King of the Agaves succulent
1-2' H x 1-
2' W slow full sun infrequent x

A stunning small slow-growing agave with an open 
rosette of stout triangular blue-green leaves.

Agave guiengola Agave guiengola succulent
2-4' H x 3-
6' W slow

sun or 
shade infrequent

Massively thick, white-green glaucous leaves are 
very broad at the base and taper to a brown 
terminal spine. Along the edge of the leaves there 
are many dark-colored teeth.

Agave macroacantha Black-spined Agave succulent 2' H x 4' W slow full sun infrequent x

This unique blue agave makes a striking container 
plant with its sausage-like leaves highlighted with 
dark-brown to black spines and its small size.

Agave parryi Parry's Agave succulent
1-2' H x 2-
3' W slow

full to part 
sun moderate

Noted for its attractive blue-gray to gray-green 
evergreen leaves, but is also noted for its infrequent 
but spectacular flowering spikes.

Aloe austroarabica Aloe austroarabica succulent
1-2' H x 1-
2' W slow full sun infrequent

A solitary, medium-sized Aloe from northern Yemen 
and southern Saudi Arabia with broad, pale green to 
bluish-purplish leaves.

Aloe brevifolia Short-leaved Aloe succulent
1-2' H x 1-
2' W slow

full sun to 
part shade infrequent x

Drought tolerant ground cover for rocky clay soils. 
An attractive rock, succulent, and cactus garden 
plant and is useful in xeriscape. Deer resistant. Also 
works well as a container plant.
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Aloe jucunda Aloe jucunda succulent
1' H x 1-3' 
W slow full sun infrequent x

Flowers are produced all year round whenever the 
growing condition are adequate.

Aloe juvenna Tiger Tooth Aloe succulent
1' H x 2-3' 
W slow

full sun to 
part shade infrequent

This plant suckers profusely to make a dense stand 
or ground cover and can trail downwards over rocks 
or walls. It does not flower regularly but when it 
does it is an unbranched spike with orange-red 
flowers.

Aloe maculata Soap Aloe succulent
18" H x 2' 
W slow

part to full 
shade infrequent x

A slow-growing aloe that provides an excellent focal 
point for a rockery garden and should be planted in 
well drained soil mixed with compost.

Aloe prinslooi Aloe prinslooi succulent
6-12" H x 6-
12" W slow full sun infrequent x

A small, spotted Aloe endemic to the savanna and 
open woodland of South Africa.

Aloe 'RFG' RFG Aloe succulent
6-12" H x 
1' W slow full sun occasional x

Let the aloe dry out in between waterings. The 
flower stalk is a short inflorescence to 12" with 
orange blooms.

Aloysia citriodora Lemon Verbena Shrub
15' H x 10' 
W Fast Full sun Occasional x

Packed with delicious citrus flavor, thinly sliced 
leaves add zest and aroma to fish, salads, and can be 
eaten steamed.

Aristolochia littoralis Calico Flower Vine
8-20' H x 3-
6' W Fast

Full sun to 
part shade Moderate

A tropical twining vine that produces unusual 
flowers which resemble a Dutchman's pipe 
suspended on a thin stalk.

Beschorneria albiflora
Trunking 
Beschorneria Succulent

2-6' H x 3-
4' W Slow

Sun or 
shade Moderate

A stunning traffic stopper! In full sun, regular water 
is preferred, but with a bit more shade it needs less.

Bulbine alooides Aloe Bulbine succulent
1-2' H x 1-
2' W fast full sun occasional

Resembles Aloe in appearance, but with soft, fleshy 
leaves and tuberous roots.

Cistus symphytifolius
Canary Island Rock 
Rose shrub

3-4' H x 3-
4' W moderate full sun moderate

Endemic to the mountains of the Canary Islands, this 
shrub has large pink flowers and is well-adapted to 
our Mediterranean climate.
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Crassula perforata Necklace Vine succulent 1-4' long fast
part sun to 
part shade infrequent x

From a distance appears like green, spiral pasta 
noodles. A hardy plant and a real conversation 
starter.

Dracaena draco
Canary Island 
Dragon Tree Tree

15-25' H x 
15-25' W Slow

Sun or 
shade Infrequent An attractive and interesting succulent tree.

Echinocactus grusonii
Golden Barrel 
Cactus cactus

2' H x 2-3' 
W slow

full sun to 
part shade occasional x

Plant these in mass for a dramatic, yet whimsical 
effect or set in groups amidst other drought tolerant 
succulent and cactus varieties.

Echium simplex
White Tower of 
Jewels Shrub

4-8' H x 1-
2' W Fast Full sun Occasional

Flowers should be allowed to mature fully so that 
seed is produced to perpetuate the plant in the 
garden when it dies after its second or third year.

Eriocephalus africanus Cape Snow Bush Shrub 3' H x 3' W Full sun Infrequent
A small, aromatic shrub indigenous to South Africa, 
easily recognized by its fluffy, white seed heads.

Euphorbia polygona 
'Snowflake'

Snowflake 
Euphorbia succulent

1-2' H x 1' 
W slow

full sun to 
part shade moderate x

Very easy to care for, requiring a little pampering to 
get them started but self-sufficient afterwards. Plant 
in well-draining soil and give plenty of sunlight.

Euphorbia 
pseudocactus Candelabra Spurge succulent

2-4' H x 2-
4' W fast full sun moderate x

An upright growing cactus-like succulent with thick 
green stems striped with white and light green 
variegation.

Euphorbia xanti Baja Spurge Perennial

6' H x 
spreads by 
rhizomes Fast

Full sun to 
part shade Infrequent x

An interesting fast growing openly-branched 
deciduous evergreen shrub.

Gasteria excelsa Thicket Gasteria succulent
2-3' H x 2-
3' W moderate part shade infrequent x

A medium-sized aloe-like plant bearing triangular, 
spreading, dark-mottled green leaves. Produces a 
dense panicle of pinkish flowers during summer.
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Gasteria glauca Kouga River Gasteria succulent
6" H x 6" 
W moderate

full sun to 
part shade

drought 
tolerant x

A small aloe-like plant with grey-green leaves 
arranged in a dense rosette. Grows on cliff faces 
overlooking the Kouga River of the Eastern Cape 
Province and is one of the most easily grown of all 
gasterias.

Gossypium barbadense Sea Island Cotton Shrub
3-10' H x 3-
5' W Fast Full sun Moderate

A species of cotton grown for its extra-long fibers 
and is associated with high-quality fabric, such as 
Egyptian cotton and Sea Island cotton.

Haemanthus albiflos Dappled Snowbrush Flower
1' H x 1-2' 
W Moderate

Part sun to 
part shade Moderate x

Evergreen to semi-evergreen bulbous plant with 
broad, rough-edged 12-18" long leaves that lie over 
flat to the ground.

Haworthia cooperi Haworthia Perennial
3-5" H x 6-
12" W Moderate

Full sun to 
part shade Regular x

These small, low growing plants form rosettes of 
fleshy green leaves that are generously covered with 
white, pearly warts or bands, giving them a 
distinctive appearance.

Haworthia kingiana Haworthia kingiana Succulent
6-8" H x 5" 
W Slow

Full sun to 
part shade Regular x

An evergreen succulent plant with short, sharp, 
bright green leaves arranged in rosettes. The 
yellowish-green leaves have rounded, flat, white 
tubercles.

Haworthia limifolia Fairy Washboard Succulent
3-5" H x 3-
5" W Slow Part shade Infrequent x

Particularly easy to grow. Will stay small in a pot and 
tolerate indoor growing well.

Helianthus maximiliani
Maximilian 
Sunflower Perennial

3-8' H x 2-
4' W Fast Full sun Infrequent

A prairie perennial. Very showy and towers above 
surrounding vegetation when in bloom. May spread 
vigorously.

Hesperaloe funifera Giant False Yucca Subshrub 6' H x 6' W
Slow-
moderate Full sun Infrequent

An excellent, low-maintenance accent plant with a 
bold, striking form. This clumping, stemless, upright 
plant grows to 6 feet tall and wide.
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Huernia keniensis var. 
globosa

Huernia keniensis 
var. globosa Succulent 6" H x 1' W Moderate

Full to part 
sun Infrequent x

Rare succulent thought to be extinct in its native 
habitat in Kenya. Interesting dark-colored, globe-
shaped flowers. Best grown in containers.

Hyalis argentea Plazia Flower 3' H x 3' W Slow Full sun Moderate
Very silver and narrow leaves make you think it's a 
grass but it's actually a member of the daisy family.

Hypericum balearicum
Warty Saint John's 
Wort Shrub 3' H x 2' W

Full to part 
sun Moderate

An easy plant to keep. Thriving under substandard 
conditions, this herb prefers sunny, dry places, poor 
soil and is disease resistant.

Kalanchoe beharensis 
'Fang' Felt Plant succulent

2-3' H x 1-
2' W slow

full sun to 
part shade infrequent x

A tall succulent with velvety silver leaves, the edges 
of which are bronze.

Lampranthus deltoides
Deltoid-leaved 
Dewplant succulent

1' H x 2-3' 
W moderate full sun infrequent x

Plant it to cascade over the edge of a bed, large 
container, or hanging basket. Attracts butterflies. 
Deer resistant. Spring blooming.

Lampranthus 
spectabilis Trailing Ice Plant Succulent

6-12" H x 
18-26" W Moderate

Full sun to 
part shade Occasional

A tender perennial with a sprawling habit that 
provides a spectacular floral display with an 
abundance of daisy-like blossoms. Native to South 
Africa.

Linum thunbergii Linum thunbergii Perennial
1-3' H x 1-
3' W Moderate Full sun Regular

Erect perennial herb, unbranched for most of its 
length. Native to Africa.

Mammillaria elongata 
'Irish Red'

Irish Red Ladyfinger 
Cactus Cactus 1' H x 6" W Slow

Full sun to 
part shade Infrequent x

Plants offset and branch freely, forming clusters of 
elongated stems covered with small reddish spines.

Mammillaria vetula 
ssp. gracilis Thimble Cactus Cactus

2-3" H x 6" 
W Slow

Full sun to 
part shade Infrequent x

Fabulous for use in rockeries and potted gardens. 
Great for fairy gardens and miniature gardens. 
Handle with care; offshoots break off easily.
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Melianthus major Honey Flower Shrub
8-12' H x 8-
12' W Fast

Sun or 
shade

Drought 
tolerant

Quite the dramatic and tropical looking accent plant. 
Prized for its large and luxuriant, serrated, blue-grey 
leaves. Upright, maroon flower spikes are 
fascinating.

Moringa peregrina Yusor Tree tree
32' H x 20' 
W moderate full sun regular

Use of the oil from the seeds goes back to antiquity 
and is referred to in old Egyptian texts and the Bible. 
The oil is used for cooking, in cosmetics and in 
medicine.

Myrsine africana African Boxwood Shrub
4-8' H x 4-
5' W Slow

Full to part 
sun Moderate

Revered for its dense-growing glossy dark-green 
foliage that emerges with an attractive reddish-
colored tint.

Nolina lindheimeriana Devil's Shoestring Grass
2-3' H x 2-
3' W Slow Full sun

Drought 
tolerant

In a landscape, would be an excellent choice as a 
focal point or ground cover for dry, shaded spots on 
well drained soils.

Opuntia articulatus var. 
papyracanthus Paper Spine Cactus Cactus 1' H x 1' W Slow Full sun Infrequent x

A slow-growing, segmented, bushy cactus. The 
spines are papery, soft, and flat.

Pachycereus 
marginatus

Mexican Fence Post 
Cactus cactus

up to 12' 
tall fast

full sun to 
part shade infrequent

A strong and robust plant, ideal for someone just 
starting to cultivate succulents. A very independent, 
self-sufficient plant; does not require a high level of 
care and maintenance.

Pelargonium caylae Pelargonium caylae perennial
3-8' H x 1-
2' W moderate full sun regular

Heart-shaped leaves covered by velvety hair on the 
dark surface. Leaves are nearly white on the other 
side.

Pereskia grandiflora Rose Cactus cactus
4-6' H x 2-
3' W slow

full sun to 
part shade regular

Unique shrub-like cactus having pretty pink flowers 
and red colored, triangular fruit.

Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant Perennial
3-4' H x 2-
3' W Fast

Full sun to 
part shade Moderate

An attractive plant that is snapdragon-like, but its 
square stem is typical of the mint family. Can be 
invasive.

Plectranthus australis Swedish Ivy Perennial
2-3' H x 2-
3' W Fast Part shade Moderate x A tender trailing plant often grown in baskets.
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Puya chilensis Chilean Puya Bromeliad
5-12' H x 5-
6' W Slow

Full sun to 
part shade Occasional x

A rare Bromeliad with a massive cluster of shocking, 
chartreuse-yellow flowers. Looks like a radioactive 
tiki torch.

Rhus lentii
Pink Flowering 
Sumac Shrub

4-8' H x 4-
8' W

Slow, then 
fast

Full to part 
sun

Drought 
tolerant

A very nice showy large shrub that adds a hint of 
gray into the landscape and with a very colorful 
flower display. A great specimen plant or for a large 
scale slope mass planting.

Salvia adenophora Oaxaca Red Sage Shrub 4' H x 3' W Moderate Part shade Moderate

Due to its arching habit, it's best to be planted at the 
back of the bed or in the middle where it can use 
other shrubs for support.

Salvia canariensis var. 
candidissima

Wooly Canary Island 
Sage Shrub 5' H x 5' W Fast Full sun

Drought 
tolerant

Adds texture and color just by the glorious foliage 
alone. From summer the blooms take center stage 
with its long inflorescences topped with purple 
flowers.

Salvia coccinea 'Coral 
Nymph'

Coral Nymph 
Tropical Sage Shrub

2-4' H x 2-
3' W Fast Full sun

Drought 
tolerant x

A graceful variety producing multiple spikes of bi-
color coral and white blooms all season. A beautiful 
addition to borders or containers with its dense and 
bushy form.

Salvia darcyi Darcy's Sage Shrub
2-4' H x 4-
7' W Fast

Full to part 
sun Moderate x

Salvias are some of the showiest plants for 
containers, annual borders, and mixed borders. 
Butterflies and hummingbirds love them.

Salvia lanceolata
Rocky Mountain 
Sage Shrub

2-3' H x 2-
3' W Fast Full sun Infrequent x

A handsome, many branched perennial from South 
Africa. Dislikes overhead watering.

Salvia microphylla Baby Sage Shrub
3-4' H x 3-
4' W Full sun

Drought 
tolerant

When crushed, the leaves have a strong fragrance, 
which has been described as pleasant and mint-like, 
but also as similar to that of blackcurrants.

Salvia pallida Pale Sage Shrub
4' H x 4-5' 
W Moderate

Part to full 
shade Moderate x

This plant does well at the back of borders where it 
can be allowed to spread a little and show off the 
tall flowers spikes.
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Salvia radula Scrappy African Sage Shrub
2-5' H x 2-
4' W Fast

Full sun to 
part shade Moderate

The white flowers are luminescent and have an 
elegant swan-like appearance.

Sansevieria suffruticosa
Sansevieria 
suffruticosa succulent

2-3' H x 2-
3' W moderate part shade occasional x

An attractive houseplant specimen. This tough plant 
can thrive almost anywhere. Known for its unique 
arrangement of leaves.

Sansevieria trifasciata 
'Hahnii'

Bird's Nest 
Sansevieria Perennial

6-12" H x 
6" W

Part to full 
shade

Drought 
tolerant x

A stemless succulent with dark green leaves with 
clear horizontal bands, arranged in an attractive 
rosette. Makes a great house plant.

Schizachyrium 
scoparium Little Bluestem Grass

2-4' H x 1-
2' W Full sun Moderate

Was one of the dominant grasses of the vast 
tallgrass prairie region which once covered rich and 
fertile soils in many parts of central North America.

Thamnochortus 
insignis Thatching Reed Grass-like

4-6' H x 6-
8' W Moderate Full sun Occasional

Plant in full sun and give it room to grow. A very 
durable plant that will tolerate drought once 
established.

Trichodesma scottii Socotran Borage Shrub 5' H x 4' W Fast
Full sun to 
part shade Occasional

Upright evergreen shrub to 4-5' tall with 7" x 4" 
leaves and large umbels of 1 inch pendant white 
flowers in winter and spring. The flower has been 
described by some as looking like an "upturned 
mop".
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